
II THE VERDICT OF THE GODS
CHAPTER XI. THE VERDICT OF PARAMESHWAR.

Know, O Son of Heaven, that when
loubt liko a cankerworm eats Into the
human heart each attempt to remove tho
doubt Berves but to nerve It to now

i.H strength in Its hold; each attempt to
prove that It Is false serves but to reveal
new reasons to prove that It is true. Thus
was It In the heart of Narayan Lai's mit.s-u-- r.

Five times had ha wrestled with and
driven back I ho t. mptcr nt his ear, try-lo- g

to believe that Naravan Lai was
and five turn s rh' hail

returned, bringing seven more tempters
with him to show that Naraaii vvu- -

HilH guilty.
ihnis in this the last trial he resolved

io put Narayan lm to such test as
would either causi- - his certain death, or

B prove his Innocence beyond doubt. If
Parameshwar had uo p t tin original

H lerme of the- - ordeul. he would fulfil th in
in their entirety; would snatch buck Nnr-aya- n

Lai from the Jaws ol death, even
la the lasl hour. If he were truly lnnn-cen- t

of guilt. Thus he resolved to make
the test BUCh that no human aid could

H succour him Divine aid could. If It
H would; that would be the manifestation
b of Parameshwa r, He would accept thenH that manifestation
H Forsooth lung afterward nun said that

it was tempting fate; thai u was de-- B

manding a sign from Parameshwar, But
H an n trains) tills, Wlgon had answered that
H those who had long suffered and had sub- -

ndttfd themselves to the Eternal design!
had the right to such a sign in the crisis
of their life Vna this wai Indeed the
crisis In tlx- King's own life not merely

B that of Narayan Lai.
iVaVaV For if the youth suffered death in this
iVaVaV, trial the Kings own life would be

H wrecked for ever He loved his daughter
H dearly, but nit mmi' dearly than he loud

honor The death of the youth would
ply the death of the Princess and Ins

H own everlasting despair Tims Indeed was
iVaVaV this the crisis In each of three lives, not

H merely of one. Then when was there a
greater right to a sign, if not now?

By royal proclamation all men were
bidden to come to the ancient amphlthea-ir- r

that lay outside tho city; why, it was
H not revealed to any; but ail guessed that
fl It was to witness N'aniyan Ial's ileath

or triumph.
Three hundred eublls noMh of I he city

there arose a line of hills, licking the
hlno sky with a thousand tongues' of sal
and toon; between the foil "I the hills
and the city wall lay th- nmphltneater.

It was a circular structure, a hundred
and fifty cubits across The outer wall
was crumbling to dust Well it might.

centuries ago it had iitm
witnessed the battles Of the Ramayans
and llahabharata fought wirhin it with
sword and lance, even to the spiliinc of
blood: and in these latter days had wlt--

essed scenes that vere less heroic but
more sensational.

('Some of the episodes from the great
notional epics of India were once
acted with vivid realism.)

Within the Circular wall nro?e tier upon
tier of raised seats of the purest Norbud-- B

da marble, above them scats of Agra
1 andstonc. The arena a level sandy
fl elehty cubits across, lay beneath,
fl urrnnnded by a stout wall that rose up
fl fn cubits hlch. even to the base of the
fl lowermost Her. At every d.zn paces th"
fl wall was pierced for a tunnel, Iron-ga- t-

c(j at the entrance Soni" wore four cu
bits high, some eight Within th dark

H caverns that lay Beyond the iron bars.
J timorous men had whispered with bated
h breath that they had seen crouching

forms that had blinked and glared at
them with fearful eyes.

On the day of th" trial twice
en thousand men came to the

i mphitheater. the aristocracy and
H- - gentry lining the marble seats, the mJd-di- e

cjasse ttndlng room upon the sand-ston- e.

But of th- vulgar multitude twice
that number clambered up the hillside
opposite, and there sat upon the grass.

1 .itlng cold ChappatlCS, and laughing and
linttlng as if they had come to see a fine

'imaiho. not the death of a living man.
J They were bidden to com an hour before
J sunset: but the sun was scarce pa,st the

r.enith when the hillside was a shlmmer-in- g

mass of red nd. purple, yellow and
"range, against the green Twh e 2'mv
nen had come to make a holiday.

H There were strange scenes that dnv In
H the city A ceaseless stream of men filled

the streets and s, all seeking the
amphitheater on the hills H- - re and there

1 little groups of men stood by street
ners. awaiting the arrival of friends
They spoke In low whisper, and In their

H eyes there was d strange gleam, such as
in the eyes of those that had suddenly
eon light in dark places.
"Brothers, this morn was bathing in

1 the sncred Ganges an hour before sun- -

"A very meritorious deed''' sneered a
passer-by- , pausing awhile to let the sneer

And even as the morning star was
1 paling In the east. T saw'

"What sawest thou. O Beer?" It was a
udden laugh from the back; for the llt- -

lie grotip had row swelled Into a throng
1 " A ball of light falling from heaven1 far nway on the west." finished the spe.ak- -

r. with a catch In his breath He was a
timorous man. and the terror In his voiceH matched the terror In his eye.

There was an Instant hush Signs in the
B heavens were the most solemn of portents.

"And then, O brother?"
H "It came swiftly nearer the earth in a
H line of white light, then when It stood

..ver the royal palace it suddenly turned
H blood-red- . and hurst Into ten thousand
1 fragments. Yet, O brothers, I heard no

"Ay, but a moment later a gentle stlOW-"- I
er of rain fell, and blotted out the redII syarks from the sky." It was a meek- -

I faced Vishnuvlte that gave this hopi
Then the passer-- b that had stopped to

sneer, laughed aloud in his superior wls-- I
1 dom. "O foolish brothers' It was but a
1 shooting-sta- r It burst, not over the royal

palace, but three kos six miles beyond,
J and a full kos from the earth, thus no

',1 sound was heard. And the rain came be- -
jj cause of Uie disturbance in the clouds. "

' '"Jl But a snow-bearde- d oracle that had
a lizard all these things, rebuked him, say- -

:J Ing!
"Thou dost see only with the eye of theI body. Canst not read also with the eye

H of the 60ul? Canst not hear the voiceI 'if the Deity In the rolling thunder and
his handwriting in the flashing Light-- ir.lng?"

Then nmld the hushed silence, a email
M voice whispered;
HI "Read to us this message, O man of
HJ wisdom'"
H "It means that a great wrong will be
.J done this day, but, like a gentle shower of

, w rain, mercy will come to right th- wrong
I hae spoken. Peace be with jou."

Saying this, he departed But even In
that moment they had recognized him.
For It was he that on the day of the first

J trial had spoken of a little Infant foundMM Moating In a wicker basket on tht; bosom
HflUHP 01 the Ganges.
BHJH But ere this new hope could lake root
HsnMIl In their hearts other men came with
K9HJ omens of woe
HhH "Brothers, know you the big tigress InKH 'he royal menagerie that has given birth
HnJHJ to two cubs1 This morn she went mad,
HHHJ and killed and ate her own progeny; thenBfl suddenly realizing h- deed, Bhe grew

HHJ madder still, and (lung herself upon the.
.ron bars in the frenzy of despair.HH "Yea, brothers," added another, "seeingUH 'he people beyond, she tore at the bars
with her fangs to get ut them. And. k

ihinks, had not the keepers beat herHH1 back from the outside with red-h- ot irons.
HJHJ die had killed herself in her rage."

Then others, more fanciful or more
observant, took up the talc of W0 withmany embellishments.

HHJ "A sweet-voice- d woman, singing behindplnjra lattice with the est brad's dulcet
J harmony had suddenly hushed her voice,
J clung to her lord as if Mriolu-- with bllnd- -

HHH es, and lain In his arms cowering with
H "There is sorrow In the palace, O broth- -

eta. Thrice the king hath awakened fromhis sleep with a start, crying out. Be-- igone, tempter!' He seemed to be wrestling
J with sum evil spirit that tormented him."HH An(1 vet another came, and spoke of aHH pahari woman that had lost her son onH! m wedding-day- , and had herself fall, nHH In grief, crying out with h.-- U.

HHh breath that sho would haunt the earth tillH she found tier son at which portent allHHH that heard marvelled, for the soul of a

pahari woman had no love, and was cruel
and pitiless even like unto the soul of
the tigress that had killed her own pro-n- y.

' A terrible dav' A day of wrath'"
S.wlnR thiN, the crowd dispersed and

went forth to the hillside to make holiday
And now all eyen were upon the Ivory

throne At the southern diameter of tho
nrma. and facing the hills, was a tall
archway, 6even cubits wide and twice as
high. It was also protected by an Iron-barre- d

gate thai could be raised or low-

ered like a portcullis. The archway
reached beyond the city wall, even to the
adjoining court of the royal palace.

And above the dome of the gallery, and
upon a maffhle dais was the Ivory throne.
Inlaid Willi gold, and incrusted at the
firms and head with diamonds, rubles and
sapphln S. Over It there floated 111 the soft
bree:: a purple canopy of Dacca's love-
liest hro ide embroidered with ten thou-can- d

stars and moons of alternate gold
and silver.

Seeing this glorv and pomp, all there
Wondered, Instlnctlvelj they fr'1 that
tlu re w as some hidden purpose In the
heart of the kn a to make tlllv scene n -

ger in their memory for agoa to come,
why. they could not pu.s--

And the w ondei r.r w .all the gi enter
whin b Mdo the throne, but a little belmv
it. they caught a glimpse Of S lOW divan
beneath B pile 6f naw Is, and upon them 0
dagger, a goblet, and u silken cord What

' they signified none could tell- but some,
shaking their heads dubiously, and shak-
ing the dUSt Off their feet, departed from
the amphitheater, muttering that they
approved Dot of such unbending stern-
ness.

And then the heavy curtains behind the
dais pjirted, and a tall figure in blue and
scarlet stepped forth, and raising a silver
trumpi to In Hps sent forth loud blast
to the north. From the mirth the answer
came, tor sudden li another trumpeter
had appeared across the amphltheatei
Then another from the cast, and another
from the W 1

While vet fhe echo a were mingling to-

gether among the hills, the curtains be-

hind the dais were flung aside, revealing
two rows f stalwart men that held their
swords aloft in form an arch. Then from
beneath II then appealed the king He

"She Cut Frantically at the Cords
Thnt Bound Nnraynn Lai.'

was robed In royal klncob. and crowned
with a diamond aigrette upon his turban.

Erect even In age, he walked to the
throne with measured tread: then even
as he sat upon It, he raised his right hand.

In almost instant response a dull grat-
ing sound was heard. Slowly the Iron
gate n the archwav lifted, and from
there came forth two men. with one other
between them. Th-- v walked to the arena,
turned and bowed to th- - king. Then with-
out a word they led their prisoner to the
center of the arena to a stake driven Into
the sand. There it had stood unnoticed
so long, pcarce large enough at that dis-
tance to merit attention. Making him face
the king, they hound the prisoner to the
stake with a Stout cord, winding It first
around each ankle, then upward around
the knees, the thigli9, the waist, the
breast, the arms, een up to the neck.
Thus they left him, and departed from the
arena.

"Narayan Lai. what Is written upon thy
brow from thy hlrth will be fulfilled to the
very letter, heaven and arth notwith-
standing If It be death, then let It be
death. A brave man should know how to
die. Hast thou aught to say?" And there
was not a tremor In the voice of the king
as he said this.

But for an answer the prisoner glanced
upward, and gazed upon the king rather
at some vision beyond the throne that he
saw In the eye of the mind, not of the
body. Yes, what was written upon his
brow from his very birth! Was It for this
that he was born a traitor's death? Or,
to sit upm a throne?

An I then in his inmost heart there arose-anothe-

yearning. For six long months
his i yes had not beheld that vision of
beaut v which was truly the pole cause,
tli- - sop- - price, of his death. Then in this
hour of hnel dereliction would he be de-

nied Its last comfort'" Wo.jld his glazing
eye?, as he yielded up his soul be denied
i ne glance of pity from her eyes? One
little word of love, one single teardrop"

Then In that hour his manhood forsook
him.

"Justice! Justice. 0 King' Give me
it was a shriek "f agony that broke

from hl9 llpa For B ;iong man, a br,i
man, losing his manhood is a terrible
thing, and not good to see or hear or
dream of.

But the stern level voice of the king an-
swered him.

"What is written l written. Cry Justice
to Him that made thee, and not to me "

Then, whilst yet these words were
upon hLs Hps. there came a strange

softness into hie eyes; and when he spoke
again his voice was hoarse and husky

"Narayan Lai. to see thee die 1 desire
much; but to Bee thee live and triumph
I de6lre more. Pray that Parameswhar
sa e thee. And there w as a quiver in
his voice that none but Narayan Lai
could understand For in that moment it
was the father that spoke, not the kins

And now a eudden silence fell upon that
vast multitude. Twice fort tho and
men lost their tongues and gazed before
them like dazed children.

A heavy, rumbling sound wan heard,
and a while later a dozen men appeared
in (he gallery, dragging by a hawser
what seemed to be a. car resting on four
broad wheels, each iearce a foot off the
ground The car was about ten cubits
long, six wide and seven hlKh. What It
contained none could tell for it wap cov-
ered over with straw matting. But from
the MUnd it made all guessed that there
was much Iron about Its make: yet not
all Iron.

They dragged the car and placed it be-

fore Narayan Lai just two cubits away.
Without 8 word they whipped off Its
straw covering, and, stepping aside, stood
at attention.

And then there ar s. a CFJ Of horror
from a thousand lips; a thousand moans
of pity were wrung out of a thousand
hearts; a thousand

Eut the cold, relentless voice of the
king hushed them all.

"Narayan Lai. thou shait be placed at
the mery of thy enemj v i not altogeth-
er within Its reach. If within the hour,
ere the sun goes down. It can reach thee,
then thy death will bo the Just reward
of thy guilt But within the hour Para-meShw-

mav save thee If Ho so will
1 have spoken."

Verily, Parameshwar alone could save
him. For within the Iron-barr-- c.ig
was the selfsame tigress, that had killed
her own prog, ny and had sought to kill
and kill and kill all men An enormous
In ,st seven cublta long, such as the Jun-gle- s

yield but once In a gene-ration-.

Without a word the dozen guards
stepped up to the csgi ix oh elth't r al le
end) placing their hands upon the edges,
drew Off the Iron gratings; for verily, the
Iron bars were but an outer coating. The

cage Itself was of pliable bamboo, bound
at the Joints with Malacca cane

it was hut a slender hedge thai atood
between Naravan Iil and his sav,IKe

And now the dosen guards having de-
parted and lowered the portcullis behind
them the two were left face to face.

For u moment the tigress hesitated
Acrtistonieil i,, dwell within bars, she hail
fa Hi d to notice any change In their na-
ture; and the alght of many men passing
and repassing before her had been sear, e
worth attention,

But gradually It began to dawn upon
her that there was now something
strangi and unwonted before herj for the
mon aavagje a beasl It the greater is its
curiosity or it suspicion

She saw a solitary man standing mo-
tionless before her cage; and the cage
Itself was not like unto her usual dwelling--

place Its walls wopo of the color of
her own body, and seemed to be like unto
tilings she vague remembered she had
si en In the Jungle In the days nt tr
dom.

She rose up. sttiMi to the front of the
cage, and stood up on her hind legs and
iscrutlnlzed her victim Suddenly she
thrust out her right pnw between the
bamboo bars. II reached to within a in
of Narnyan Lai's face, the bars yielding
to her efforts A second thrust, a third.
u fourth. Tho cage creaked and groaned;
the bamboos bent and curved outwards
then as Qulcklj sprang back to thell or-
iginal shape.

Suddenly there was a dull, grinding
ound She snapped al a vertical bamboo

with her Lings, chewed It. tugged It
Snu p '

It was a gaping space a foot square.
Without thought she plunged her head

St it One llerce push her hlno logs upon
the floor, her back arched up above them

-- and half the head was nit And then
and then

But the pliable bamboos sprang back In
their elasticity. The top end of the broken
r d m essed against her head, at Iho most
sensitive part The bottom end pressed
upwards between her chin and throat-al- so

an Intensely sensitive part
Maddened With rage and somehow e ek-

ing to vent It upon the only living crea-
ture befr.ro her. she strove "to thrust 0 it
her neck from between the shoulders. An
Inch two Inches, three ln has and th'
projecting bamboo grazed along three
Inc oi her head. She twisted her neck
rOU d, Shot out her head recklessly and
t lie cii, ,if the lower bamboo bit
her thrust like a hundred teeth Her Jaws
opened Wide. I snaici :i t the
air; hut for the Intervening span she had
crunched h4r victim's head in that snip

And all the while Narayan Lai stord
before hier, powerpjs to recede an Inch,
lie fell a spasm In his heart something
arose In Ms throat, and seemed to shut
out the breath of life; something nose as
a mist before his eyes, enveloping and
magnifying the terror they beheld

He law those frightful fangs, those
sawing Jaws keeping hideous time with
the yellow blinking eyes: In his dulled ear
he hoard the sound of creaking bamboo
and bursting cineand thought It to be
the sound ol crunching bonea and tearing
flesh His bones, flesh.

inch by Inch he saw that cruel face
come nearer and hearer He felt her hor-rlbl- e

breath upon his brow his cheeks,
his lips he felt that a while later her

nor'! ol s W'o ;',, , lC f lllS Ik1iI III
B Mnlo bite Into that moment the agony
of n thousand years was encompassed1",
for he stood powerless to move a nnt?lo
flnce; to pa V' his Ufe! Oh, if he were but
free to do battle for that life! Then he
would sell his life dearly; would fichi
with his bare hands where flre and sword
might hae availed naught.

And now the sweat of death stood In
boado over his brow; the first shock of
terror quaked h)s limbs and twitched his
raet For the bravest man might quail to
meel such a death, to yield up his life In
such ImOQtence, He closed his eves In
thai tirst shock of terror, as

But a moment after something whis-
pered In his ear. and reminded him of
the derree of fate; reminded him that the
will of Parameshwar would be done,
kings and potentates notwithstanding; re-
minded him also that twice Tortv thou-
sand men were gazing upon his dying
moments. In that thojght his manhood
was given back to him. If die he mut
he would stare death in the face un-
moved.

He opened his eyes and saw the tigress
now half a span before him; from the
far distance they seemed to he face upon

' like two long-parte- lovers kissing
each other To him the kiss would come
In but a moment And in that kiss he
would lose not his heart, but his head;
for the tlgresa would embrace his whole
head In that kiss.

What though he felt the seconds grow
Into hours, and the minutes into years'
All too soon the embrace would "come.
Was he awaiting his bride? Behold even
now his bride was opening her lips to
close upon his own.

What though he felt the fascination of
her eyas, felt their terrible beauty over-
power him and engulf hist senses In com-
ing torpor? Behold, It was the ecstasv
of the bridegroom that felt the sweet
breath of his beloved upon his face

What though he heard In his swooning
ears the sound of creaking, crackling
snapping bursting reeds? In tat moment
he heard the sweet tinkling ot ewels n

his bride's arms, and upon her brow
and bosom.

And then there arce a cry of agony
that thrilled through twice forty thou-
sand hearts For it came not from the
dvlng man but from his Judge: Hisking, his master!

With tottering feet he stood up before
his throne striving to point one trem-
bling hand at something that he saw be-
fore him And then, ere his parched llp
could find utterance, all there saw and
felt and realized.

It seemed to be a bundle of white thatdropped from the wall Into the area be-0-

It la still a moment as 1' reached
the sand: then casting off the white
cloak. It arose and ran swiftly toward thecage a slender form draped in mauve
and purple! It held a small glittering
thing above Its head A Dakheen dagger.

She cut frantically at the cords thatbound Narayan Lai and the colls spun
round and round, and released him from
the stake

"Devala'"
' My lo e "
Like a drunken man he reeled aside

then grasped the post to steady himself
Verily, It was his bride that had come
to him It was her breath that he feltupon his face his brow, his cheeUa V,lo
Hps his heart It was Indeed the tinkli
of h r Jew els that he heard in his ear.
and felt their sweet touch upon his bos-
om.

"Come my love come away'" In that
moment It was sho that spoke first Of
the two her strength was the greater.

But he only shook his head, still hold-
ing the post

why. beloved "
Something laid hands of Ice upon her

heart. She saw the vacant glassy stare
In his eyes and felt constriction ru her
heart, staying Its beat. Were his sensi Igone forever? In that cruel agony had
he lost his reason''

"Because of the beast, my love!"
But like a sleepy child he laid his headupon hlr. arm. seeking rest.
Then she came to his side and entwined

her arms around Mm She dared not look
veslde her, for beside her the Jaws of the
tigress were hungctlng for their pre
From before the face of death elie.
snatched away her beloved.

"Canst walk, my heart""' She entwined
one arm around his waist, and placed his
head upon her shoulder with the othvr
Thus holding him to her. she Snatched
him from the Jaws of death

"Where goest beloved? I am so tired '

He stopped half-wa- y to the wall, and
leaned upon her breast. And what mat-
tered had he reached the wall Itself? Ho
could not escape

Then sighing helplessly her own
strength gave way Slowly they bent
and bent, clinging to each other then
suddenly sank upon their knees, upon the
sand. She laid his head upon her breast,
rocking him there and speaking words
that were foolish and senseless. Her eyes
gll' tened but refused to weep.

She heard a sound that come to her as
the sentence of death It was a roar of
pain and rage that suddenly seemed to
swell Into a roar of triumph. She also
heard another sound that arose before
her, behind her, all around her a con

fused sound of eight myriad men that
having lost tin ir tongues had found
them In the same moment.

"To the rescue. O brothers! To the res-
cue

"Ve fools ye cowards come!"
"See! Half the beast is out of the cagel
' Art afraid of a beat whi n a woman

dies?
'Throw him g sword a lance!"
"lllm, ye fools? Her. Can ye not see

he h d :j swooned
"To the rescue! To the rescue! '

llarr! Hair' Ma hadeo!"
Jal! Jar Kali Mali'

"To tho Princess. To the Princess!"
A thousand swords leapt In the air. A

thousand men rushed to th- - parapet
thousand nun stood upon It. taking
breath to huil themselves upon the
sand

"Stay! Let no mun move at the peril
of his life'"

It was a deep hollow volo thai h k d
them all

Tall towering, pale and emaciated, thr
Klntr stood before I he throne In his eves
there shone s strange unearthlj light. hiT
breast heaved with some nameless emo-
tion that struggled within and refused to
be stifled

"fet this be her trial also. It were but
a choice of death. Let no man move! "

Then a great fenr came upon them all:
for In that moment they realized for the
first time thai Indeed the Princess UlSO
was upon her trial, that at best li Waa
but a Choice Of death, between the beast

and the dagger, the cup, or the silken
cord.

"Let It be the boast If Parameshwar so
decrees" And sitting down upon the
throne flic Kmc staled before him Fee
ing and not seeing; like one that was
stricken With sudden blindness.

And now with n frantic roar and a
crash and n snap iho tlgrisr cleared the
cage She fell upon the sand to the left
of the stake, gazed upon the multltuih
straight before her. blinked and glared at
the setting sun. Conscious only of thi
sensation of the morm nt the first sense
that came to h r was Ihe sense of

The sight of many men wan not
altogether new to her the sense of llb- -

i 1 was
She leaped and gambolled. urvlng and

then straightening out br limbs like
steel springs and throwing off the sand
frtun beneath her velvet paws In a show-
er around her Slie rejoiced In her new-
found freedom She had forgotten her
victims.

Then suddenly she espied them; bring
toward the side and thirty Cubits Sway,
they had escaped her notice an far. But
now she saw them- - and in a moment
nature changed a cruel ionic panic into
her eyes the look of a wild be ist sight-
ing its pray. Her back niched up behind
her, and her forepaws met before her.
Her tall swung to the rlglu to the left,
then straightened CUt behind. From that
distance she prepared to leap And then

nd then
"t'onio. my bean, awaken' The hour

Is at hand. ' It wa the voice of tho
rraldn calling her beloved. At that

moment her strength came back
to her.

What mattered II to her now that her
dream was ended? For six long months
she too had struggled struggl d sllentlv.
volcelessly unseen by men. Her beloved
had struggb-- before n King and a na-
tion She had fought silently within
stone walla.

And now the end hael come: the end of
all her hopes, her prayers, her tears She
was no longer a Princess; rather a sim-
ple maiden that had loved truly, and for
her love was about to die.

"Beloved awaken' I'cnsf not hear me"
The beast Is upon us'" Her heart went
out In that cry.

And hearing that cry her belo erl
awakened He inlsed his head from her
lap Where it had lain in his swoon, and
gazed before him TN n IlKht came hark
to his soul Then also his strength was
given hack to him

And now they knelt upon the vand.
hand In hand From that distance thev
seemed not like H youth and a maiden;
rather like two little children that werelo; and had non to claim t,em. Thev
faced the beast, and knelt down side bv
side, resting upon their heels .ni'l bow-
ing their heads.

And neor u word escaped their lips.
What was In their hearts none could tell:
holding each other by the hanrl seeing
death together face to face seeking to
mingle their d together In theirdying moment what was In their hearts
none could tell Perchance it was a hymn
Of Joy What finer death could thev have
than that?

The tigress leapt Up. up In the air-th- en

down in a fearful curve. With a
soft thud she fell upon the sand, and
gathered herself up for the last spring
Full half the distance she had spanned In
that single leap

"Beloved, art afraid of death?"
"Not with thee, dearest Let this be

my suttee."
And then the maiden hroke down ut-

terly, belying her brave words. She that
had held up her courage whilst he lay
swooning In her arms, broke into sob's
and tears when he had regained bis man-
hood Fer now that he was a man, she
herself had become a woman

"Close thine eyes, beloved, the tigress
leaps!" And saving this, he calmly arose
to place himself before the maiden.

But she cheked him with a hand, seek-
ing to die together, not after him. "It
will not he long, dearest. Even now It
comes!"

And even In that moment a cry of won-
der broke frurn the multitude

'Look, O brothers! The beast is mad'"" Has Irist her senses."" He;- - strength!"
For suddenly the tigress had chnnged

her purpose. Relaxing her arched back
horn Its rigid tension, she lurched side-
ways and came circling round them.

She only plays with them like a cat""And will kill them like a mouse '

"But see again, O brothers She cannot
lea p '"

For stopping suddenly, she crouched be-
fore them, lashed her tall from sldo to
side In rising fury then as suddenly
swerved round and continued In her
course. And all the while- the youth and
the maiden knelt upon the sand, hand In
hand

"Ho' The beast Is blind She does not
6ee them!'!

For now the tigress paused before them,
not six cubits away, and gazed above,
their heads Out In the far distance the
sun was sinking upon a bank of cloud In
a ball of fire And the poor mad beast
that had killed her own progeny, gazed
upon the sinking sun and forgot her vic-
tims.

Perchance in that moment some dumb
Instinct awakened to life within her; some
instinct that had long lain dormant, aome
Instinct (Inr-- than the Instinct of ferocity
and bloodshed

Perchance the remembrance came back
to her of the daa of freedom and happl-nts- s

in the Jungle for even beasts have
moments Of happiness when hungering
herself, the had given her breast to her
free-bor- n cubs at the hour of sunset For

erlly. gazing upon the setting sun, had
she eaten a ball of sand In her hunger
and had fed her cubs with the milk of
her breast

fA popular belief in India i

Lowering her eyes from the sun, she
saw the kneeling forms before her. even
at her feet, saw' i h r bowed heads thut
now lay together, bent low upon the sand
Then something burst In her mighty heart,
and gurgled up through her throat. It was
a pletOUS whine of incontrollublc pain and
anguish.

Then She licked their faces their hands,
their feet, and burrowed In the sand be-f-

them, trying to lift them to her bosom
'See. he has charmed the beast!" It

was an voice from the low-
ermost tier.

No! She takes them for her cubs
"Wrong again. It is the soul of the

pa hurl woman that has entered Into the
tigress."

Then someone added: "Verily the soul
of tho woman that had lost hor non on
his wedding-da- y and having died herself,
had sworn to return."

"And the maiden is his bride"
Th' n, seeing this murvel. however. It

might have been caused, a great still o SS
fell over them all. They clutched at their
beating hearts, and forgot to breathe.

Hark' What was that? A dull thud a
distant shriek: the clanKlns and rattling
of chains. The sound from afar, from
somewhere beyond the arena The dense
multitude sat Impotent and still, scarce
realizing its Import.

Suddenly a man. sitting beneath the
roval dais, arose from his seal I'.r- - the
multitude understood his purpose be
gained the wall and leapt Into the arena.

Arising from the fall, he ran swiftly
drawing his sword as he went

"At last I have reached thee! Die, trait-
or"

He thrust with his blade but a moment
sooner Naravan Lai had leapt to his feet.
Lifting the maiden In his arms, he sprang
to the other side of the reclining tigress.

Thus the two nu n faced each other a
moment across the beast. Though he rec-
ognized his assailant Narayon Lai knew
not Why he sought his life, even at th
peril of his own. Perchance the assall-nnt'- s

own life was doomed, unless he
slew Nnravan Lai. thus his purpose was
to kill the youth, and lake the ebance of
escaping the tigress and the multitude af-
terward All this passed through Nara-an'- s

mind In the Instants flash.
Hearing the sound of words, the re-

clining iiRrcss gazed up from the sand
: nd saw the Intruder Vaguely she seemed
to realize that Mie had found her cubs
already; and this was not one of them
She raised herself upon her forepaws and
ilretehed forth her bead

A confused clamor, a roar of voices, the
crash of falling metal. The d

gate beneath the archway came clanging
down as If uprooted bv pome ponderous
battering-ra- An ominous snorting,
trumpeting, like the blast of a cracked
horn and a hup. el pbant burst Into the
a rene

The spell was broken The multitude,
thai hid sat still like dazed children,
broke forth In a babel of words.

"The high executioner!''
"The Inflicter of death on traitors!-- '

"But see. It is In musth!"
Then In new terror thej saw thu the

beast had broken loose from Its
and Its mahout was not upon Its

he ol Perhaps his mangled body wax ly-

ing In yonder courlvard. Foi a male ele-
phant in musth Is worse than n raging
tiun.--s Naueht may apease its frenzy,.
BOA e to kill and kill nnd kill.

O Bhugwan. what marvellous sight was
this! With the Instinct of her nature the
tigress recognized her hereditary foe of
th.- jungle. Her back arched up on the
Instant, her limbs became like tense steel.
She forgot th. human Intruder and faced
th. mad elephant On her other side were,
her new-foun- d cubs

And nt sight of the elephant. theln-fllcte- r

of death on traitors, a sudden panic
seized the Intruder's hedrt Narayan Lai s

asrallant fled before the wind and sought
shelter behind the bamboo cage.

The elephant came hurtling along, dig-
ging up the sand with Its tusks. Reeling
drunkenly blinking its little red eyes in
the sudden glare. It saw nothing. Its ven-
geance was for the sand. Thus It went
headlong to the center of the area and
Inr. hliiK up against the bamboo cage; the
first definite object it had noticed

For one brief moment It paused. The lit-

tle tall switched; the huge trunk curled
m ward; the drooping ears flapped up like
a pair of wings then In mad frenzy the
elephant churged.

With a groan and a crash the cage
went over bodily. From beneath he fall-Ir- e

b un1 oo tho man escaped and lied terror--

stricken to the side of tho arena
the elephant In full chase behind

Full half the circumference he ran;
thi n the outstretched trunk gaining upon
him at each stride-- , caught him up by the
niiijuli -- swung him aloft an Instant, then
hurled him to the ground The next In-

stant the huge forepaw reached him half
burled him in the ?and by the stupendous
pi - jr. k traitor's d ath'

'II,, ... pin-- , ni stepp.i1 b ick pazi-.- dOD D

an Instant, and grunted In approval of Us
work. Three strides more, kicking the
sand In wanton sport, and the mad beast
had come within range of Its unnoticed
foe

n angry growl, a hissing snarl a ter-riii- c

roar the tigress hurled herself
through the air with a sudden lurch
the elephant recoiled upon Its haunches;
with the moment's Instinct its trunk went
up slashing frantically at the huge yel-

low foiin oaring aloft to its head. But
the tigress i.ime aslant, the elephants
trunk In- -' lib her flank. She passed
beyond the head, and fell upon the, .mil
un" the other side More nimble than her
unwieldy too. and turning more quickly
she leapt again at short range and
gained tho elephant's hack. Its In ad
There she fastened her fangs with the
grip of death Her forepaws came down
on either .side of her Jaws, tore at the
thick hide, seeking to reach the brain

In mad terror the elephant ran. trum-
peting shrilly, bearing the tigress upon
Its head. Thrice round the circumference
It careered In Its frenzy Its lifc-blot- d

OOSlng froni the wound In Its head. Deep- -

er and deeper sank the tigress I fang?:
and claws The mad beast s trumpeting
grew feebler and feebler; for its strength
mighty ond Irresistible S while ago. was

ebbing fast: Us foe had grlppe-- It
In its- one vital part

Suddenly its knees gave way. the trum-
peting ceased. Slowly, Inch by Inch. It
began to sink upon the snnd. Its huge?
bod; Shook In a glganth tremor, then j

came down inch by inch upon Its bended
knee? Oh. Parameshwar. verily ihU w i.
Thy deed, this Thy cr..;itlon' A mighty
flno-tus- il elephant, the monarch of tho
Jungle and ford of the battle-line- , dying
Blowly, drop bv drop. In silent maj. sty
before the gace of twice forty thous-m-

men struck dumb in speechless wonder!
Verily this WSS Thy verdict, Thy m ini- -

fostation, In Th Inscrutable wisdom!

Vlth the sweat of death upon his brow,
the elephant made ltd ln;t frantic effort.
Endowed With an Intelligence second only
to man s, that intelligence had been

In the moment of panic Now In
the moment of death it returned with ten- -

fold clearness. With its last ebbing
strength the elephant curled up lis trunk,

felt sofflv beneath the tigress's throat
with tbe'dellcaev of a man s finger-cur- led

the irunk around the ttgres s
necktore her bodily away from Its head,
held her nloft an Instant, brought her
down before Its bended knees. There the
two swayed a moment In the air In the
elephant s last spasmodic tremor Then
the trunk touched the sand, the huge
beast hent slowly forward and fell prone
uon the arena, upon the tlgreie. Thus
locked In death together the two mon-aroh- s

of the Jungle lay silent and still be-

fore the gaze cf man.
But. O Parameshwar Thy manifesta-

tion was not .vet over! There still re-

mained the vouth and the maiden In the
arena lyicked In each other's arms, upon
bended knees the still awaited Thy ver-

dict. What though the youth's last tr'nl
was over, his Innocence proved? Vorlly
he still awaited Thy fullest proclamation.
O Parameshwar!

Then suddenly nmid the hushed silence
a deep guttural voice shouted across the
amphitheater:

"Jal Jal' Pertab Slnhjl'"
The multitude gazcd upon one another s

faces and wondered what this could
mean

Jal Jail Baj Kumar ke jal! Shout,
ye men. shout to the heavens!"

There, across the amphitheater, stood
a man upon the lowermost tier, leaning
against the piraper. and pointing a thin,
fleshless hand at the youth in th arena.
He was robed In a choga of embroidered
gold, and wore a turban of the richest
silk But upon htf brow there was writ-
ten still In vermllllon the broad trident
of Vishnu Then all knew him to be the
pundit, the sage him they hnd long
known as Bama Krishna. Now a pundit
no more, but the commander of many
men.

'Shout, ye men' Shout Victory to the
Roval Prlnee'"

Then that vast multitude lost their
he. nls and shouted they knew not why.
Twice forty thousand men shouted to the
mountains, the plains. th fields, the for-
ests, the rivers, the valleys, even unto tho
clouds above.

Jal' Jal' Rnl Kamur ke Jal!",e one In a dream, the king gize.d be-

fore l.lm What cry was this "JiT Jal!"
I"., whom did they give that salutatl m
that among mortals could on! be given
to a monarch upon his throne9

The cry of the multitude answered him
A h tiin el men 'a apt to the arena and

the- youth and the maiden to the
dais above' There, awakening from his
dream, the king placed them upon the di-

van beside his throne And placing a brl- -

dal veil over the maiden's head and nine
rows of pearls around her neck te self-
same necklace that Hlra Lai of B nares
had given him. to be kept for the mai-
den s bridal day he Joined her hand to
that of the youth

Thetl Rama Krishna standing up before
the king, told a wondrous tale' How once
a noble ti.en had placed her now-bor- n

Infant upon his dead father's throne, and
I'lmiiii ruled all to do him homage, but
that being vanquished by an upstart
usurper who sought the life of the child,
she had entrusted him to the sacred
Ganges and hnd made sutete of herself
to Join her dead husband

"But who art thou. Oh, pundit, that
thou dost know these things? '

And Bama Krishna answered the king.

"The Dewan tPrime Minister) of
child's dead father I took up the. M
gar's gourd, to watch over the life of 1
child "

"And the man killed hv the elepKiJ
the Jnfllcter of death upon traltors?B
king asked again.

Rama Krishna waved his hand, andj
dozen men fetched th" body fronvl
arena and exposed the face. It was !
Jemadar of the Palace'

"A double-dye- d traitor a spy ln'B
guise within the very' palaee a sees
emissary of the upstart usurper He n
risen to power In thy service, being si
by his master to slay the child secretB
or lose his own life But the child 3
caped him by the decree of Fate.

"And now King.'" Rama Krisll
said again. Joining his hands to My, bra
and bowing his head even to the feed
the youth, "the child has grown to be
man the same that thou hast long kndj
as Narayan '

And the king proclaimed to 'he wo
"Yea. Narayan Lai no more, but Pei
Slnhji for ever b) the rlpht of his f
fathers And henceforth, by the rlsrhi
my adoption. Tuvoraj Kumar Prlthll

that is. Young King. Roy;:j Prinze,
of Supreme King.

Then s veiled form came from the h
of the divan and knelt at the feet of
Princess Devala. And the tUI
to her father and whispered Into his

The klnsr waved his hand praeioui
and Harman Das. 'he Captain ofS
Guards, approached from .'he other Jand knelt nt his master s feet The
Joined his hand to Leila's, and the fM
cess ook from her bosom a mw of d
monds and as a bridal dower claspefl
upon that of the maiden who had aerj
her so faithfully whilst the multlB
shouted to the heavens, and went M
to hold high carouse far Into the nil
with palace bounty that was showen
upon them so4avtstilv because of the df
ble bridal

' Thus endeth my tale. Oh. SplendflH
the Earth'" the Story-telle- r conclu
kissing the fringe of the silken sheet!

And the Great King, raising hltjj
from his oillow, replied, "So also my sH
neas; for thy words of wisdom tW
taught me that a man mav be In the
of death, and ma yet escape "

Then taking the Dearls from arounaj
neck, even according to his promise.
placed them himself upon the neck otfl
Story-telle- r,

And to me. his faithful chronlclerJi
turned and said "And thou O trutn
record or f manv marvels, go forth
the world, nnd make known these lhO
unto all men ' '

Thus, O best belovd readers, haw
unto vou. And some day perchance I sff
return to the favor of your ccintni
and tell vou many more marvels. OM
beloved. Meanwhile, salaam nlikhuW
peace be with you!
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No Escaping Trouble.
Tommy When I grow up I ain't ne

goln' to have ter wash me fact
Johnny Aw. gon! How kin yer

r f
Tommv- -I it ter crow whls

all over It
Johnn-A- w, dat'll be worse. Den yf

have to comb dv knots out r yer fBSJ'
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